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and the events connected with it,   proved the difficulty of  effectively
isolating a Location situated within the town itself".   Either, therefore,
Dr. Pakes, who in his report shewed that he had successfully cordoned
[off] the Indian Location and thus stamped out the plague, was wrong, or
the Public Health Committee is wrong.   Dr. Pakes has been congratulated
upon his splendid work, and it is offering an insult to him to imply that
effective isolation was impossible, owing to the Location being situated
within the town.   We deny the reckless statement of the Public Health
Committee that the Indians are particularly susceptible to small-pox.
The experience in Natal shews that such has not been the case.   And as
to the plague, too, we question very much that the Indian is necessarily
more susceptible.   The plague, which originated in the Indian Location,
and for which the Public Health Committee alone was responsible, re-
mained confined to the Location, and if the number of cases in the Loca-
tion be eliminated, it will be found that the Indians were not more attacked
than others.   The last reason given by the Public Health   Committee
is the miserable plea of social intercourse between the poorer whites and
the poorer Indians.    In the first instance, there is absolutely no social
intercourse between the two, and, in the second, we would very much
like to know in what way the presence^ of the Indian has contributed to
social deterioration of the white man; what is the particular vice of the
Indian community which the white man has contracted during the  last
seventeen years.   And the phenomenon of the two classes living side by
side is by no means peculiar to Johannesburg.    They have been doing
so in Cape Town, in Kimberley, in Durban, in Mauritius, in Ceylon,
in India.   Nowhere has this charge been brought against the  Indians;
nowhere has this plea been urged for the complete isolation of the Indians.
Better by far that, instead of such slow torture, as is proposed by the Public
Health Committee, the Indians should by legislation be bundled out  of
Johannesburg, once and for all.    Either the resident population should
be well treated, or it should be driven out of the country.   The  latter
operation, though drastic, would be far more merciful than the process
of slow but sure arsenical poisoning, in the shape of cooping the community
up within an enclosure miles away from its scene of activity, and letting
it die for want of nutrition.
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225. THE DEALERS' LICENSES ACT
The Natal Licensing Act still continues to remain the Damocles'
sword hanging over the heads of the Indian store-keepers in Natal. So
long as this un-British law disfigures the Statute-book of the Colony, so
long will the Indian stores be without any value as a mercantile asset.
Mr. Hoondamal, a silk merchant of long standing depending entirely on
high-class European custom, having received notice to vacate premises in a